University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-3-1994

Armando Calderon Sol Assumes Presidency of El
Salvador
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Armando Calderon Sol Assumes Presidency of El Salvador." (1994). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11514

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 56740
ISSN: 1060-4189

Armando Calderon Sol Assumes Presidency of El Salvador
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: El Salvador
Published: 1994-06-03
On June 1, Armando Calderon Sol was sworn in as El Salvador's first elected post-war president,
promising "a new El Salvador: modern, democratic and participatory." His inauguration was only
the second transfer of power from one elected civilian to another in the country's history. Outgoing
president Alfredo Cristiani was the first, taking over from the late Jose Napoleon Duarte in 1989. The
inauguration was attended by four Central American heads of state, plus representatives from 40
other countries. President Bill Clinton's administration was represented by deputy secretary of state
Strobe Talbott.
Calderon Sol, former mayor of San Salvador, was a founder of the ruling right-wing Nationalist
Republican Alliance (Alianza Republican Nacionalista, ARENA) party. During the late 1980s and
early 1990s, Calderon Sol openly opposed a negotiated peace settlement with the rebel Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). Notwithstanding his conservative background, during
his inaugural speech the new President promised to comply with all aspects of the 1992 peace
accords and called for "open communication...and a basic consensus to find the best options for our
people...The era of dogma and fanaticism has ended," he declared.
Calderon Sol also pledged to continue Cristiani's neoliberal economic policies, indicating that he
plans to privatize public services in the near future, and said his government will invest in social
projects on a scale "never before seen in Salvadoran history." The new president also committed
his administration to work to reduce poverty and control the soaring crime rate, improve education,
reduce the housing deficit, and continue national reconstruction. According to Calderon Sol, his
first priority will be to strengthen the justice system and speed up deployment of the new National
Civilian Police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC).
In spite of Calderon Sol's conciliatory inauguration declarations and prior campaign promises of a
government representative of the country's diverse political forces, the individuals he named to his
new cabinet are all loyal ARENA members, principally from the Salvadoran business community.
Five of the ministers are holdovers from the Cristiani administration. Calderon Sol will keep Gen.
Humberto Corado on as Defense Minister, a choice applauded by some sectors who consider
Corado a moderate figure in the military. As his foreign minister, the new President chose Oscar
Santamaria, who served as presidency minister under Cristiani and led the government delegation
during the peace negotiations. The new vice president, Enrique Borgo Bustamante, will also hold the
title of presidency minister.
The complete list of cabinet members appointed to date is:
Defense - Gen. Humberto Corado
* Presidency - Enrique Borgo Bustamante
* Foreign Relations - Oscar Santamaria
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* Education - Cecilia Gallardo
* Economy - Enrique Cordova
* Interior and Public Security - Roberto Angulo
* Public Health - Eduardo Rafael Interiano
* Agriculture - Carlos Mejia Alferez
* Public Works - Jorge Sansivirini
* Planning - Ramon Gonzalez Giner
* Justice - Ruben Mejia Pena
* Finance - Ricardo Montenegro
* Labor - Juan Sifontes
* Housing - Roberto Paredes Martel
Among other appointments made by Calderon Sol, Roberto Orellana Milla was kept on as president
of the Central Bank and Benjamin Cestoni was given the post of private secretary to the president.
Cestoni headed the governmental human rights commission during the Cristiani administration.
Calderon Sol also announced that the director of the PNC, Jose Maria Monterrey, will be replaced,
although a successor has not yet been designated.

-- End --
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